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Prlor to World War II there was no spec:Lflcally tra;med Plast1c Surgeon in

Western Austra].}.a and 1o’ sper:lfz.cally demgnated Plastlc Surgery Un1t T'he'

work wh1ch now 15 the perogatlve of Plastlc and Reconstructlve Surgeons was:r

—:._:Eﬁrdzstrlbuted between General Surgeone Orthopaedlc Surgeons 'and Paedlatrlcf.

'7"['"Surgeons. It was e 1 : .1t 194 .wlth .{'the urglng of Mr L E Le Souef thatf'.:‘ '.

a Unlt deszgnated wlth the rather unsuitable tltle Gf Traumatlc and Plastlc.-

;..-;.",'--Smgery Ul'llt rwas_ establlshed at Ro‘j’al Perth HOSpltal-

N --_'_'It isg proposed to dea”llwu:h thls fOunuatlon perlod" 1 48 tnrougn to 19 & e'e-'_ y
the cievempment of ail the Plaeuc':"urger :-L'ri'ﬁ”s Tin We tern ustralla .tcok”

3p0n51b11ﬁy for fhe:r.r estehhqhm ests

_on fﬁe eﬁoulders of the four Pﬁrlv Plaehc Sureeons e.nd three Oral and Maszllo—,
: _,fat:lal Surgeons who served durlng that time.‘ Undoubtedly, at & 1811&1“ date,_:':

the ongomg hlstory- from 1967 mll be wrltten and mll show how rapldly the__;__

',spem.allt}r caught on end attracted a number of tralnees so that by 1992 there-‘

_were seventeen fl?] reglstered Plastlc Surgeons servmg a populetmn of'__j

i approxnnately 1 65 mllllon._ Thls flgureu'”represents the popularlty of the;::

",-speca_allty end possﬂaly the fact thatt;_'- we are mrer-populated w1th Plastlc.f

Surgeons at th:r.s po:r.nt m t::.me A flgure of one Plastlc Surgeon to 12{) OOC-';:
."of ponulatlon 1n the Uﬂlted Klnodom 1s commonly thought to he & reasonable_

_,""ratlo. ,,; Howev__er, thlS 15 a matter for phllosophlcai d:.scussunn and not for,:

":;_-__ 1’1__3_;8‘1;0ry,,- -', !

The four Plastlc Surgecms associated w1th the beglnm,ngs of the Royal Perth‘

“-_—Hospltal Plastlc a.nd Max1llofac1al Unlt frcm 1948 to 1967 1n order of SenlOI’ltj.f':?

"--_.-i',.were LESllE Le Souef Harold K McComb John C eBéemner and Benjam:ln C Cehney

':Of these four Lee Te Souef and Benjmﬂ CDhﬂEY were WESt A“Strahan born and‘

o Harold McComb and John Bremner were Queensland born but Helbourne graduates._--'

op 0]

Leshe Le- Souef was’ also a’ !-Ielbourne graduate whllst Benjamln Cohney graduated‘
"}.:;"m Brlsbane ‘ The Dral and Maxllmfaual Surgeons [on the Dental s:Lde of the_'-

. Unlt] vere G:L;.bert He*iderson, Edmund A- Adler and Bnan Henderscn all graduates-’_

f J.L-“‘ o
I 4



: f1n }.931 and Jo:med the staff of the Royei Perth Hosp1ta1

- __‘: 9.

It 1s probable that the best way of trac:mg the hlstory of Plastlc Surglcalr

‘:'-”'development 1n Western Australla lS to glve a short resume of each :Lndn.v:Ldual

and hlS contr1but10n, and try and weave thls 1nto the establlshment of he-:_....

”*f*ﬂvarlous Unlts nowin Place-_ ik WaY of Cﬂmment,_lt is unfortunate that all ti-,7*f_tf"

the Uults are _Wlthln the Perth metrcpolltan area and none in the reglonal.-f'é:-"_

"fcountry areas,. thus deperlng country folk of ready svellablllty of Plast1cf_':_

S Surglcal attentlon, although rapld transportatlon is aiways available by Flﬁng AR

Doctor 1f not by road or rall

-;'Dr _ Leslle Le Souef o B. E., ED-‘.-, “M.B.B. S. (MELBOURNE)’ 1922, M-D.',(MEKQBOURNE-)H E T

:'j 1924 Hoaorary Doctor Of Laws, Unlversrcy of Western Austral:r.a, Fellow of the

g Royel Gollege of Surgeons of England and Fellow Df the Rojral Australas:.ae__'—?--

.":College of Surgeons, has been blessed mth a long hfe and at present is 93 :

' .'.'years g old retlred w1t]1 the rank of Honorary Colonel and 11ves in a beautiful o

-tarea of Perth overlooklng the famous Swan Rlver : Colonel Le’ Souef affectlon—.. &

"_i-':stely known as Les, was born 1n Western Austral:l.a at South Perth end at the £ B

._ege of 16 matrlculated for the Un1VEI“81tY of Melbourne. There' being ho -'med'i'cal o

:'_.._school in Western Australla, he proceeded there end as ‘a very talented student '-;;'_ o e

"_'graduated at the age of 22 ' He then came to Western Australla as’ a, Res:tdentr.

at PrlIlCESS Margaret Hoapltal e.nd durlng l:he follmﬂng WO, yea,rs he spent there-'

% he worked towards hlS M 2. of the Un1ver31ty of Melbourne which he ga:r.ned 1n'_'__:; o

" ._'192!;-.. Wlshlng to proceed to England end galn experlenc:e in surgery, he worked :.‘f AL

for the next two years at the Wooroloo Chest Hoepltal whlch malnly dea].t with

""_\tnberculoﬂs. Proceedlng to England in 1926 he held a number of surglcal posts,"."“.'."-__ i

: '-":_qua11fy1ng F R c. S Cin 1928. : Returnlng to Australla he obtalned the F R A C: S.

- Always 1nterested i the treatment of trauma,_ he det:lded in: 1939,_ t‘c.:r"- tcur ST

.VEI'IDU.S Unlts in the Uru.ted States and England a ‘year whlch was to become-::,-'

- Vvery 81gn3.f1cant ShE world hlstory Prlor i:o the outbreak of World War 1T, hav:.ng;._'

'1*fr@v151ted England and Europe, maln1Y attendlng Plastlc Surgery Unlts, he returned's”ﬂ'” L

e 'home to Australla.., Shortly thereafter war hroke out and he volunteered and';‘i’:}r

JOlned the A I F. beiﬂg sent to Greece and Crete and was in’ charge of a base

3!-;. iz




hosp:u:al 1n Crete when 11: WEiS overrun b]z the Germans. Foilom_ng the German;{
"'4_‘occupation of Crete he was taken prlscmer together wlth most of liis coileagues,:'
and spent the remalnder of the War as a pr:.soner of the Germans. On his. return._'

.‘-f.to Perth he had the foresz_ght and vismn to reallze that a spec:Lal Unlt should.' '

be set up 1n Western Austraha tc deal wlth those problems whlc.h new are rightly“_?'_'
.-:."regarded as the provmce of Plastlc end Reconstructlve Surgery. As wlth manyi?:”
.:'.".of the eau:‘ljar specxal:.sts, 7 although not possessed of the techm.n:al baekgroundj"
.'.“_whlch bespeaks the born Plastlc Surgecn or the oue who hes recelved a. structured
j'itrainlng,_ Leslie Le Souef per51sted in: hJ.e dream to effect the foundatlon of
such a Una.t. _ Af.ter v:r.s:.tlng severel overseas Plastm: Surgery Um.ts, partlcular-i‘_'
...1y 1n the Unlted Stetes anci Canada he succeeded 111 persuadmg hlS colleagues.":
:.j.at the Royal Perth Hospltal w1th much perseverance and not a httle argument,-

.: .'_that a- Plastlc Surgery Unlt should be establlshec{ at that Hospltal The new -
"_':_Un:l.t was establ:.shed towards the end of 1948 w:z.th the t:s.tle of The ‘I‘raumatlc

_‘.."a.ud Piastlc Surgery Um.t._ At the same tlme he was a Senlor General Surgeon_:
of Surglcal Unlt "A" and one of hls ass:.stants on that Un:f_t was, Mr Ross R{)blnson,,
:'f who later betame a Neurosurgeon and succeeded the Foundat:a_on Neurosurgeon._
Mr James Alnslle as Head of that Un:.t. Dther members of h:.s General Surglcal

Team were Mr M Mlnchln and Mr J ._ LEIC:LEIS, another who would eventually become

-'_a prom:r.nent Neurosurgeon and emlnent 1eader of the professwn. o

_?"I'he. beg::.nnmgs of | The.. Traumatlc and flastlc Surgery Unlt. were rather humble,'
.iconsmtmg of eome beds in, Les Le Souef 's General Surglc:al I}nlt "ﬁ" thleh.
:at that tlme was s:.tuated :.n Ward 82 A fourwbed ward was,nagaln w1th mich
s dlfflculty, ] sequestrated from the Orthopaedlc Ward 52 and all severe Burn.:_
:r_gpat:l.ents were adm:l.tted there. .' Thls small warci eometlmes had ‘to hold up “to
-'-': six ecute burns cases and was. the forerunnel” of _'E,he present Burns Uru_t of . the.'f'i
& Royal Perth Hoepltal._- This situation was to per51et for a number of years, g
_;.but nonetheless the}ir were the ausplclous beglnn:mge of the formatmn of an _.
extremely good Unlt wh:u:h wes to become world-—recognlzed fer its- high standard :

.Of professzl.onal work.r




R -Havmg ach.leved these arrangemente at Royal Perth HOS]}ltal and havz.ng had the
.."'-"Speclallty of Plastlc and Reccnstructlve Surgery recognlsed, he then began__.-_.

[ b 'achlev:i.ng a s:.m:x.lar arrangement at the Prlncess Margaret Hospltal where he'..""”

3}.._‘also held e.n appomtment ae a General Surgeon..{ "Patlente under hlS care were:-,
:f_.placed 1n varlous surglcei werds ar;d the burns petlente were all eegregatee:l; _-";_-'i

-at the end of a verandah in an area known as. Ward 1. e

' ':."_In 1951 Les Le Souef agaln v:Ls:Lted Plaet:.c Surgery Unlts overseas and was '

“.-'.V,further enthused. by what he saw. 011 his return to Perth he per51eted in hls :__::‘"

:;-_._'treatment of Plastlc Surgery patlents and those w1th burns and, by 1953 had.—.'_.

'-i';'-convlnced the Boerde of the Royal Perth Hoepltal ami Princess Hargaret Hosp:l.tal"u )
.”'-':_'j:.frthat the tlme was rlpe to eeerr:h for and brlng 1n a. fully tralned Plastlc

i Surgeon w:Lth the backgrcund and quallflcatlons whlch would f:.rmly establlsh-'--_-"f;"' A

the spe(:lellty..__

e :‘__'_"‘__It was in. thls way that Lee Le Scuef contacted SJ.r BenJamn Rank and a telented'_f'"‘_." “dg
. V_young General Surgeon, Harold McComb iwas recommended for the pOSltlon. ;' He_"_'r

i3 ._-__'applled for the positlon of Aselstem: Surgeon 1:0 the Traumat1c and Plastlc

i 'Surgery Unit at the end of 1953 and flnally took up hls past in January 1955

..Harold Keﬁ.h Mr:.Comb born ln Queensland and educated at Helbourne Un:.vers:.tyj"":

:.-'..‘__e-“'l“fedlcal School had graduated M B B S. 1n 1947 ancl epent elx manths as’ a Senlor---f:-"'--‘-'--"i::“'- |

‘V_j::_Ress.dent J.n the Plast;f_c Surgery Unlt of Ben_]anun Rank and Allan Wakefleld.'j_':;_

'-':'Th:n.e short perlod was enough fnr h:l.m to der;1de that he wented to bec:ome &L

Plaetlc Surgeon._ He proceeded to England a.nd rapldly obtalned the Fellowshl_p
3_j_of the Royal College of Surgeone ILII England in: 1952 However, he dldn t euceeed';

; 111 obtalning a sultable tra:.nlng post 1n Plastlc_a?;urgery and therefere purSued_u

a career 1n General Surgery, achiev1ng eenlorlty ae a Lecum Consultant in :-'
.:-'_,_General Surgery dnc 1953 at "Mayday Hosp:t.tal” Croydon, England (At this samelu
i 4:Hosp1tal ‘were two fellow Australlans, George Bedbrook and Henry Cohen, the-_'-:.

- -"'-former to become a world 1eader :Ln splnal 1n3ur1es and the latter to become'

7 '_'7-:_'7_'one of Perth 8 1ead1ng Sen:l.or Anaeethetlsts.) In Februery 1954 he wes eble

L 'to enter the Nuffleld Department of Plastlc Snrgery under Professor Kllner.

"_Professor Kilner wae only 5/... -




E _;"allowed one Reglstrar and a Res:.dent and dn order to have another tralnlng post" '
he created e Surglcal Research post Thls ‘was the post. to Wthh McComb wes.', k

eppolnted but m fect 1t was a subterfuge in order to-have another tralnee and -

- ‘}th:Ls was fortultous for McComb.

- McComb's -"or-i'g'iﬁal': epﬁiieatién as A's'sistaﬁt to The Traumatic  and --Plastit.'Sﬁrger-y

--': _Unlt of Royal Perth Hosp1ta1 was dated March 1953 -and written from London.

_--}._He was eppdlnted to gtart on 1st July 1953 but havlng had no luck in obtaining:

'-:':'a tralelng pos:Lt:Lon at that tine asked for further 1eave of . absence, which ‘was.

."-”.__glve _ 'unt11 315{: December 1953 Tt ige rather a torthous tale in that here was

a yourlg man went:mg to be properly tralned be1ng pressurlsed to return home
"_:to take up a post w}th mlnlmal traa.nlng. Hav:mg now obtalned a position with
T '_:_Professer K:Llner he wrote again on 9th Herch 1954 requestlng a further leave
of absence and thls ‘was granted untll lst September the sae year. However,
g .7.'.:-:011 Ist May 1954 he requested and ‘was granted a further 1eave of absence until
C3lst December the seme year. He left the Oxford Unit in November 1954 and
.;_...:'.'__'commenced dut:.'es at both .Royel ‘Perth Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital
"--:'for Chlldren on 2nd Januery 1955,and from that date set about estehllshlng a
: 'hlgh stendard of results whlch ina few veers,led to Royal Perth Hospital Plastie
-':.-Surgery Unlt belng regarded as a peer among Eastern States Unlts Be:.ng. hlghly"-" :
regerded end hav1ng ‘come hlghly recommended he possessed a great technlcal
‘-"'_'7ab111ty, end the few months he hed spent: with PR Kllner had glven him f::
" s expertlse in. tra:m:mg and plannlng procedures whlch was to ‘stand. h1m :Ln‘__h
good stead over the. years as he galned exper:.ence., Wastlng Ho t:Lme he set about-"_;':_. S0k :
-_orgenlslng hlmself and study1ng for the Royal Austrelasmn College of Surgeonsi-
: examlnetlon -in- Plastlc Surgery_, which he -gat and successfully obtalned in
"'_September of 1956 He - was ~one . of the flI‘S‘E twe EO ‘sit this SPECIELllthT:":':T.-

'examlnetlon, the other be:mg the lete Rlchard [chk] Emng. '

Not only was McComlJ ASSlstaet Plastlc Surgeon at the Royal Perth Hospltal and':___'_ jy
i . the Prlncess Margaret Hospltal for Chlldren but he also was avellable for work._'.—:-----‘ AT

:'at Fremantle Hospltal and - the Repatrzatmn General Hosprcai Thls gave hlm a

N TP




T 6"_."‘.

ulousnesa and a shortage of experlence, much tlme was spent in detas.led plann1ng .;. "
wr _of Some of the complex procedures, most of which fortunately achleved tl'lE.‘lI‘;.
"'E:V'V.II'V-Zgoals.. Emergency wcrk at all the major hospltals 1,11 the Perth metropelltan -
'-‘3.l'_.'___:area grew,r_and soon he was extremely buey 1n these arees and rapldly built
_'_up a reputatlen of excellence of work and good results, espec1elly in the field

of fac1a1 1njur1es and hand eurgery.-_ Bemg the only formally trained Plastic

:;Surgeon in the entlre State he eooe had qulte a large general Plastlc Surgical

-"f:“.__'pract:t.ce J_n the relat:r.vely short “kime of two to three yeare. By thie ‘time.

k was a need for at least one further Plastlc Surgeon, but. even - McComb could
not accurately forsee that eeon a thlrd Surgeon woulcl be needed., In 1961 he_r )
hed wr:Ltten to Cohney (already tralnlng 1n England) tc eay that he didn t think.

- "-a thlrd Sw:geon would be needed for ten yeere f

:-:":performed by Dr Ralph Crlep, a- man of extraordlnary talent, and an all round
""';_-;'E'Chlldrens Spec1allst who wes an; extremely good Surgeon and a very highly

) -._-_rregarded Paedlatrlclan. McComb relates that he ‘was well recelved by Br Crisp -

:'-'and was allowed to watch hls cleft llp end palate operatlons, and admlts he
.'.'.-._'_.-leearnt a great deal of technlcal expert1ee from h_lm Ralph CI‘J.Sp was partlc—
-::'. ﬁ.r.'ularly glfted in. the sphere of cleft 11p and palate work and it is a tr:Lbute

:"i-'_-:_-._to h:Ls work that McCom b~ etated that he dldn t flnd an aftermath of elgnlflcant 7
deformlty or bad speakers to deal mth follOW].Ilg Ralph's early repa:.re. Ra‘lph
"""i"_:-.Crlsp worked mth another Paedlatrzclan, Dr Walter Seed who gave h1s anaes—_
S ..:__: thetlcs.: These anaeethetlcs con51sted o:E open Ether whlch was blown into the

'-.i"oropharynx v1a a hook placed :Le the engle of the child 's meuth durlng the .

the procedure and these operatlons often took up “to 25 hours,_ whlch bears =B

g "_w:ttnese to Dr Seed s expertlse 111 thls fleld

e -.On retiring V'f‘romf:._‘f’_r'iece'se '- Ha'rgat'et “Hospital Ralph - Crisp '.handed' 'en to -Harold:

7l

10t of publlc work but very llttle prlvate practlce, and beceuee of h1e metlc—i';

’"-the need for thlS spec1a11ty was recognlsed and 1t was ‘obvious that there-

B Up to the tlme of McComb'e arrlval all the: cleft l:Lp and palate work was e

o zoperatlon. ‘I’he alrway was dependent on the pharyn.x be:mg clear: of blood durlng.-"'rj-:': 4




-fMtComb Brophy s c1a551c book on’ cleft lip and’ palate which he had. uSed as: hls e

 £gu1de aver . the years. Accordlng to MCCumb Ralph was also an cxtremely goodﬁr“

"=‘ggolfer and a, patron of the arts ,and, hlS charmlng w1fe Nora. was & concert

7-”planlst

_McComb states that on hls arrival the ‘situation at Royal Perth Hospital was

far from 1deal;: The Plastlc and Reconstructlve Surglcal patlents were nursed

' fymuch 1nuere3t and surprlse ‘wasg. created hy the fact that “simple grafts took

'“; uneventful1y and that tube pedicles could he fashioned ‘and moved and survivea.

.'°It ‘soon became abundantly clear that Plastlc Sﬂfgéry patients 'should-'be__?f5i

_phy51ca11y separated frmn General Surglcal patlents,whlch often appeared to

.fpreseut a greater prlorlty hE nur31ng care. A team_of nurses was also required

tfkwho understood the 51gn1f1cance of dre351ngs PlastiC'Surgical tfechniques and 'L ;5

fﬂgenerally a staff more 1nterested in the metlculous care required in the after—if';:;“

"ﬂfcare of spe01allzed areas of the body.

: '”;Up to 195? the only a581stance that Mtcomb had in the hospitals at the Junlori?“

'"7¥ilevels were of a Senlor Re51dent status and thls was: partlcuiarly a problem;;f
 £51n that they rotated through for elght to twelve weeks and were of Very . 11tt1e:"

ﬂiuse other than clerklng in patlents._ Thzs 31tuat10n was to ¢hange in December

-1956 with Benjamln Cohney 5 arrlval becoming~the*fif9t'Registrar in Plastic

”'Surgery_jat.-Royal ,Perth -Hospltal: a post in later years uppraded to Senlor

'_Registfar; 5-”

McComh was on_call for Royal Perth Hospltal k_@nd for all the other pubhc

4,hosp1tals in the nwtropolltan area._ He recalls that ‘on the evening of the79

day- he arrlved in Perth he was called out to a cﬂmpound Fracture of the skull'_,gj"":

.w1th scalp 1058!Wh1Ch he treated by transp081ng ‘a large fiap over the area}¥~‘

71 of scalpsand Ieft the audlence gasplng when he applled a split skln graft toi

7, ithe_secqndary defect._ Thls patlent s name ‘was. Waily Condult and be;ng anx1ous..3.
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Byhelng readily available and working long hours, McComb, established the role
of ;'Plasti'c and Reparative Surgery by providing a reliable on-call service, as
:.“-;'.wéll_ as giving numerous lectures on Hand and Facial Trauma at Clinical Staff
meetings and in country centres. Most of all, probably:was the fact that the

work was carried out meticulously snd the excellent results attracted attention.

Tn this way the Medical profession and public at large became aware of the
role of the Plastic Surgeéon in the management of burns, facial trauma, hand

‘trauma, skin melignancies.and in aesthetic surgery at a later stage.

‘The- second trained Plastic Surgeon in Perth was John Cameron Bremner, born
in Brisbane‘sQueensland.,on 8th October 1930, whose family moved to Melbourne
where he completed his secondary school education and entered Melbourne:
Doiversity qualifying M.B.B.S. in 1953. He was Jumior House Physician and
Surgeon and Senior House Physician and Surg_eon at Royal Melbourne Hospital
in 1954 and 1955 and in 1956 was appointed Resident Surgical Officer. 1In May
1958 he obtained the Fellowship of the Australasian College of Surgeons and
in 1957 was an Associate Assistant Surgeon to Mr. E.E. [Weary] Dunlop of the
‘Royal ‘Melbourne Hospital, a Surgeon of Burma Railway fame. In 1958 he became
an Associate Assistant of Plastic and Faciomaxillary Surgery to Mr B.X. Rank,
also at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. At the same time he was Assistant to
the Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, Mr. A.R. Wakefield, at the Peter
McCallum Ciinic din Melbourne jand Surgeon to the Casualty Clinic on a basis
of one day a week at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. In 1959 he moved to England
and obtained the F.R.C.S. [England] in May 1959.. For a while he worked as
the private ‘aseistant to Harold Gillies. He then -obtained a Fullbright.
Scholarship in 1-9_59' to go. to the United Stated~%nd work with William White,

a distinguished. Plastic and Hand Surgeori in Pittsburgh.

‘He applied for and was appointed to the position of Assistant Surgeon Flastic
and Maxillofacial Unit at Royal Perth Hospital in January of 1960 but because
of ‘his Fullbright Scholarship did not take up that appointment until July 1961.

10/...



| 'r_-?:__r.Melbourne Hospltal

H:I.s experlence in the basu: Sc1ences wes extens1ve, " havrng been a Junmr Demon—

' strator in, Pathology at the UanEI‘Slty of Melbourne in 1956 and':- at the sameir.-;"‘ .
tme, a Cl:um:al Demonstrator in Surgery and a Clinlcal Superva.sor at the Royal"_'-f"

.me J‘m“-‘ 1959 to Jﬂl}' 1960__ be51des berng attached to_k-'"

Dr Wllllam Wh1te, he was a Teachlng Fellow and Preceptor 1n Plast:;.c Surgery-_}: e

Com hlS mowmg to Western Australla, wes a member of _the State Conunlttee of the

':-':'at the Unlver51ty of P:Lttsburgh.

:”He. was a I..:Leutenent of the Royal Austrellen Nevy Reserve from 1955 and durlng: o

- .his: course at the Melbourne Un:.vers:.ty obtalned the Ryan and Syme prlzes 'and,

: .Royal Australasran College of Surgeons and a member of -'the State I-Iedz.cal Plannlng"'i-%'

: Comsnlttee.z: In 1960 he was :appoz.nted Censultant Plastlc Surgeon to the Royal'-'-}-

Australas1an Navy and 1n 1961 became Senier Plastlc Surgeou at Fremantle Hospltal.:";i;_.__' A

:and Plastlt Surgeon to Pr1ncese Margaret Hcspltal anci V151t1ng Senlor ?last:u:.. ;

'.Surgeon at the Repatrlatlon Hospltal __In 1961 Harold McCemb deferred at the

Pr1ncess Margaret Hospltal from h:r.s more senlor post,: allowmg John Bremner

.tc) become ‘the. Senlor and to take a more act:we part m the rurmlng of that::,- :

Department. However, in'1963, before Cohney s return, the s.rtuat:l.on was reversed_.__.f'

'and reverted to the status quo ante,;w:Lth McComb belng Senlcrr Surgeon and (Johnr_.;_

":Bremner) and Cohney fllllng the posn:roﬁ..' of _Surgeon and A581stant Surgeon'.'lf

7 _respec_tlvely.f_": o

":necessrtatlng massive blood transfusmns in long operatlng se331ons for exten31ve.'-_'

_resectlons of carc:.noma of the heacl and ne% and reconstructn.on.‘-

: proceduree often took:‘a whole day

. From his arr:;.val untll'approxlmate}.y 1970 John Bremner worked long hours and

took part 1n the general management of Plastlc Surgery patlents at all the—'-'

ulte populer as a'

;.pub11c hoepltals and at many przvate hosp1tals._, He was ;




i lecturer end teacher and travelled extens:wely as well as becomlng heav11yj,' o

. 1nvolved n farm::.ng ﬁS a. part tllIle hobby. He was: also fond of fast cars andr SR

i :'drove a Jaguar for most of h1s Eime in- Perth

. Sadly he developed a chronlc 111ness whlch dlmulshed h:Ls capac1ty to work;:'{

and resultlng 1n taklng extensnre smk 1eeve in 1972 and 19?3. He: dled suddenly\_.f,

-"....i-_::_on 9th June fj1973 at Portsea in’ Vlctoria at the VEI"Y you_ng age of -'-’;2 1eav1ngi;’:

e “.hlS mdowed Mother and a mﬁrrled brother a8 hlS only surv1vors. -. s

€Joh31 Bremner was an. enlgma to many, belng of small stature and SOftly SpOken.g_

".f's_f__Howe\rer, for those who got to Icnow hlm, he was: a. klndly ‘man. Who spoke very':.

.'gently to those about hlm and to hlS pat:l_ents. H:Ls oplnlon was hlghly regarded

by all hJ.S colleagues. He never marrled end devoted hlS spare t1me to hlS":‘___

farm,_ the varlous arts and the better thlngs in 11fe. H:Ls 111ness at an . early:_";: .

"age and hls sad demlse deprlved Perth of a flne th:mklng and carlng Surgeon;‘-._. :

“and a supportive colleague.‘_- .

E _.The_ last of the orlglnal four Plastlc Surgeons is Ben_]emn Cohney and he feit'f'.f'ﬁ.ﬁ- :
: "7_’."-::partlcular1y PTIV1leged to have bsen the flrst West Australlan to have under—
:-"":_".’taken a full]r structured trainlng ,after belng 1“I‘Ed to the SPECiahtV by the .

"."flne w(}:ck end results of ‘his Two - more SEHJ.OI‘ colleagues, Le Souef and McComb '

'3':'::Born m Fremantle Western Australs.a and educated locally, he eventuslly enteredﬁ': Lo

.the Um.ver51ty of Queensland Faculty of Medlca.ne,completlng the flve yesr ‘course

”f';-}_"‘ln 1953.. Follmﬂng a year as “a Junlor Intern, he recelved hlS ?-i B B S

'_.'::_1954 and spent the next two years in rotatlng Posts malnly in. Anaesthesm and

T :Surgery coverlng the flelds of Orthopaedlcs md Generel Surgery end galm.ng,

_.exper:r.enoe 1n Anaesthes.ta for olefts of the llp-iand palate end other Plastlc A

g "Surgery procedures.- It was at thls tlme that he 1,--firs!: met Slr Kenneth Fraser_‘é_-.

-end Lew Davles who were performlng most of the Plastlc Surgery work in Brlsbane.
_Slr Ke:meth Fraser dld HHICh flne cleft Ilp and palate surgery It was forr.

".‘.one whole term that Cohney saw the work from an Anaesthetlsts perspect:.ve.j_-




‘ ;fIﬁ Iméember 1956 he returned to Perfh and the Reyal Perth HOSpltﬂl; hav1ngi

% pf}_rece1ved an app01ntment ae Surglcal Reglstrar. (hl arrlval he found. that he

"'u:and at the same tlme he became the flrst Plastlc aurgery Reglstrar EO the team'

”r ;,had been allocated to Les Le Souef's General Surglcal Team'"A" for 51x montha”%': ”-H

=IeL§nf Lee Le Souef and Harcld MCCOmb and a rellevlng Cllnlcal Asﬂlstant Plastlclj[”“f' -

TSurgeon Ken Bolton. On the Fazlomax1llary 51de TEd Adler,_a 10ng tlme frlendfm;fﬂ”'?'{“

"f from ch11dhoed was: the Senlor Oral Surgeon and hlS deputy was Brlan Henderson,;'_l"'

Doth of whose storles form an 1ntegra1 part of the develepment of PlaSth andfff"

fMaxll efac1al Surgery in Western Australla and to be related 1ater._.ieffjﬁ i

f‘iAt the seme tlme due L a-shortage of ava1lable Reglstrars he was also Surglcal :

”ifReglstrar to Surglcai Teaﬁ "C“' con51st1ng of Measrs.:Nalrn,_Prlce and Pesteli;“_ S

:e,and addltlcnally was supposed to be Reglstrar to Grthopaedle Team'"B" cen51at1ng:_l

-”5of Dawklns, Gllmeur and Pannell The aurglcal load was enormous but the rewards
c75; were a tremendous amount of experlence and a plethora 'f'pperatlng, whlch stoodffg

. hlm 1n good stead 1n the years to come.f;f-ﬂf'!a

‘?.BE81dES belng Peglstrar tn, the Plastlt Surgerv Unlt he was SHPPOSEd to be”f 

eslifor burns dre551ngs,fwh1cb normally took an. entlre da"ff3The nomlnated maJor

“f‘pontlnucusly on—call for the adm1331on of all burne and was mainly respon$1b1el,__f,ffﬁ

:Lﬁlm asalsted by a. 1nwee ellotted 1‘e the Burnq Unlt._ The Buree Unlt as auchfe.iﬁ“ff

'tc0n31sted of 31x beds in an alrcondltloned separate ward attached to the"Grtho— S

'leeh six amnthe expe*lence 1n thn treateenf of burns,:hand 1n3ur1es, fac1o—“e-'

'."max111ary 1n3ur1es and massive exc151ona1 aurgergigohnev declded w1th encourage—:Q?

”ﬁ_}ﬁeparted for England 1n May 1959._ Hav1ng galned the bellowsnlp of tne Rﬂyalj'

g a'-'_early in 1961 Although haVl‘ﬂg hhr

fa vast experlence in”

:~ment from eome overseas personalltles, to seek tralnlng in Plastlc Surgery andﬁ-fflc‘ﬂ




- t*.?l'ManchesteI. _he waac.unhappy W1th, the lac off}teachlng and the 1nterperscnal?z

'problems mth:m the varlous hosm.tal um.ts.. He applied for and was fortunate‘

3";?*1n obtalnlng the 1naugura1 post of Senlor Reglstrar to the Nuffleld Department

'¥}Lof Plastlc"Surgery of the ﬁnlted Oxford Hoapltalﬁ“ He waa chosen from a fleldf

Qg': ,of elght appllcants 1nc1ud1n8 tWO:r Thﬁﬂ W11k1e and SUIESh G“Pta’ who were_

‘ft]“r.ﬁfavoured by the Chlef of the Department,-Erlc Peet. His fortunes here helped;

tby'the presence on the selectl

'board of the:No}:E of the Uhlt Tom Patteraon.fe. e

‘ﬁéﬁﬁﬁffié d}PQOfééééfﬁofVSotéery =?ﬁﬁﬁvﬁiliaoo£_a_djthe outside assessor, fromgﬁfiuj;vﬁ'i

~ﬁheﬂBritiaﬁjasaooiatioa afialéseié;Sﬁ;gesﬁsq};'ot[mf{;-l-.

1The fbllew1ng two years were probably the,happlest and mOSt productlve years

of his

career in that there waa plenty of taachlng from the senlora, the 1ateﬂ

';Erlc Peet and Tom Patterson._ Progre551ve1y more work wae delegated as he became

2, he beceme Locum .

fmore competent, and'a :the end of 18 m0ntha 1n Septemher 196

t0=Tbm f%tterson, who went for six months work 1n HEad and Neck Surgery atffgtj'tZFZE

iswell Park Memor1al Hospltal 1n Buffalo N Y U 8, A _)f

'_Baka.m_]lan s famous un:l.t,

gBy the end of May:l963 havlng had four years 1n supervlsed posts, he felt that“

The was fully tralnedlln Paedlatrlc Plastlc Surgery, the surgery of mallgnanczes-;5-'

gand general Plaatlc Surgery.u The one area in whlch he felt aomewhat less than '

5;we11 tralned waa 1n H'nd Surgery but thlS was to come w1th tlme.; He was short—'

'115ted for en Consultant post at Newcastle General Hoepltal but wlthdrew on

7the adv1ce of E&lc Peet Twho hoped'a'thlrd Consultant post would be created_ i

Tfor hlm Wlthln theﬁOxford:area. All thls dld not eventuate untll about four=

n"Perth in- January 1960 Les Le Souef retlred from Royal

”tJfPerth Hospltal and Prinoess _Margaret Hospltal,aand McComb became the Senlor

;Piastlc Surgeon at both these hospltals.z Uhfortnnately no word reached Cohneyi-,;:

fﬁof the advert;sement for an Assmstan_ Plastlc Surgeon commenc1ng at both IR

| ”*'al'ﬁhospltals (Royal Perth Hospltal and Prlncess Margaret Hospltal) 1n .1960.1ﬁ

; Therefore 1t was wlth great dlsappolntment that he read 1n“af1etter from McComb-

7?}1H February 1960 that Mr JOhn C.g Bremner had been app01nted 'as A551stantf_

7ﬂrﬂ[‘P1ast1c Surgeon to commenoe 1n January of 1961 MtComb was also of the oplnlon:~'ﬁ"*"ﬂ~




i the future.

?Nonethelees he 'f:uzally returned"ﬂto Perth and commenced practlce es ‘a’ ConSultantf

' ".",::"';Plaetlc Surgeon on June Sth 1963

l-_too few beds far h:un to be allotted eny on a regular bas,ls at Royal Perth_-'r-f

S ST e

_';'Hospital he was’ welcomed on to the Emergency Roster and v1rtually had the_-,_:

_-same .:"c1rcu1t that Mc:Comb had had W hen he commenced prectu:e eeven -'-_"years'

"-prenously __In _:fact he' was immedlatelyr put on the emergency roster, whlch wae

"'some three days after arrlvzng - 'I‘he entlre' flrSt weekend waS spent at Royal i
-Perth Hospltal puttlug faces tcgether and ,1n part:u::ular re—attachlng an almost-'_'

5 completely severed nose whlch surv:wed 'l f"' T

was: appo:t.nted fCllnlcal Ass1stent Plastlc Surgeon to the Royal

_E'Perth I—IOSp:Ltel and Przncess : Margaret Hosp:.tal for Chlldren and Assmtant,;.

-.-;Surgeon to Fremantle Hospltal and Senlor Spec:.al:r.st 1n Plastlc Surger}r tc the':

' In addltlon to thls he was the onlY Plasuc'i_ﬂ'

.-'-'Surgeon et al Reg:mnal Hospltal at Osborn Park Wthh was’ government—controlled

""_"."I-Iav:l.ng no formal bedS for admlee:.on to the' Roya"'

suggested that he explore the p0851b111ty of an- appomtment at: S:u:'

- 'i'-(.-‘,alrdner .Hospztal and ultlmately leadmg to formation of a Plastlc "Surgery

'_Um,t there ; Fortunately for hn_m the -Superlntendent"i of the S].I' Charles Galrdner_

as one Robert _Elph:a_ck an olc: frlend end A Chest Phy51c1an. 5 On an'" "

enformal ba51s he was allowed heds at thls hospltal for transfer of those $eenr;z:

Royal Perth Hospital Out—Petlents ,and accg‘éied an operatmg sess:l_on. Thls

:""-_;-soon bullt ep to not only b}r adm551on of referrals from Royal Perth Hoslnta}'_-_'__,“;

_'but emergency adm1551ons to the Slr Charles Galrdner Hospltal : 1utra—-hoapltal :

;.referrals and the adnussmn or _rlvate husp:.tals who were referred direc:tlyl e

_ .to hlm.__. After a perlod of tlme a formal appomtmem: as Senlor Plastlc: Surgeoni'

.-___j'to Slr Charles Ga;-rdner i HOSpltal'W&S epproved 'and thus he became the fou.nder:_:ﬁ": el
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of the fifth Plastic Surgery service in the metropolitan area.

In this way from 1948 to 1967, in a short period of approximately 20 years,
five recognized Plastic Surgery Units had been established and an on-call
system worked to the benefit of patients and hospitals alike. However, a
hierarchial system similar to that which pertained earlier in England, meant
that although the three younger Plastic Surgeons were all approximately the
same age, the most senior opted for less time on the emergency roster and as
a result the most junior found that he was often working five days on call
out of every seven. This played havoc with family life and private practice
but did result in a rapid accumulation of experience in trauma and particularly
hand surgerysa field in which Cohney was largely self-taught. Within the first
four years of practice he had accumulated over two thousand major hand surgery
patients in addition to hundreds of facial injuries and burns and the treatment
of great numbers of skin malignancies of all kinds, for which our state is

infamous.

During this period of time there was only one real Burns Unit for adults and
one for children. In the first five years from 1963 to 1967 Cohney looked
after approximately 807 of the burns admissions for the state of Western
Australia and did a goodly share of those that were admitted to Princess
Margaret Hospital for Children. Burns at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital were
only treated if they were less than 10Z and at Fremantle Hospital the lesser

burns could be treated in segregated areas of the General Surgical ward.

By this time the Plastic Surgery Unit at Royal Perth Hospital had its own ward
[Ward 82] for elective cases and at the end of this ward there was a segregated

part with separate airconditioned rooms for approximately ten burns patients.

Having established the need for Plastic and Faciomaxillary surgery, the next
step was to formalize a training programme and to have competent junior staff

in order to relieve the Consultants of the less onerous cases that were
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admitted at all times of the day and night.

Thus in 1967 a training programme was approved and put in place and another
local West Australian, Harry Hansen Khanori, was appointed to the post of Senior
Registrar, Plastic Surgery, and remained with us during the two year period
that he was in training. He had graduated in 1956 and spent a little time in
General Practice prior to going to England where he had extensive General
Surgical experience. Realizing that there was very little place for new General
Surgeons in Perth, at the time he wished to return, he made the rather heroic
decision that Plastic Surgery would be an appropriate area to specialize in.
He was to be followed by many more, some excellent, some good and some

indifferent.

No story of the development of the Plastic Surgery service in Western Australia
would be complete without mentioning our Oral and Maxillofacial colleagues all
of whom were dentally qualified and none of whom had any formal medical
qualifications. The Senior person and the one responsible for the founding
of the Oral part of the Maxillofacial Department was Gilbert Dowling Henderson
who, having served during World War Il as a Major working with B.K. Rank at
Heidelberg, had done his dental training by apprenticeship and therefore had
ne recognisable qualifications, Pre-war he had been deoing fractures of the
facial bones and was on the staff of the Royal Perth Hospital as an Honorary

Dentist.

With the cessation of World War II, having attained the rank of Lieut-Colonel
Royal Australian Army Dental Corps, he was demobilised in 1946 and opened a
private practice for the first time as a Specialist Oral Surgeon in St. George's
Terrace. He was particularly dextrous with his hands and made prostheses for
those who needed facial restorative work and taught many others to do so. He
retired from Royal Perth Hospital in 1953 being succeeded by Mr Edmund Arthur
Adler, who joined him both in private practice and at the Royal Perth Hospital

on 13th April 1955.
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Edmund Arthur Adler graduated Bachelor of Dental Science in 1950 and M.D.Sc.
in 1953 ,having the honour of being the first person to receive each of these
degrees. Prior to this time dental recognition was accorded to those who had
passed an apprenticeship and did a diploma course. As Adler was the first on
the list of graduands in 1950, so he has the certificate numbered one of that
degree. The same applied to his Master of Dental Science, being the first to

obtain this degree at the University of Western Australia.

On 25th March 1954 he married Cynthia Cohen and immediately proceeded to England
for Post-Graduate training at East Grinstead ,Roehampton, and Park Prewett, but

true to form therewes time to explore the delights of London and its environs.

His initial appointment to Royal Perth Hospital was in 1952 where he had been
appointed Assistant Oral Surgeon to the Traumatic and Plastic Surgery Unit of
that hospital ,and in 1954 he became Surgeon to the same hospital. After this

appointment he was given leave of absence and returned in November 1954.

During the period that he was away doing Post-Graduate training, the Super-
intendent of the Dental Hospital, Ron Campbell, did the Oral Surgical work
asgisted by his Registrar who happened at that time to be Brian Henderson, later
to bhecome the Assistant Oral Surgeon. Adler remained at Royal Perth Hospital
as a Senior Oral Surgeon until his retirement in June 1976. He also held an
appointment as Senior Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon to Princess Margaret

Hospital and retired from that post in 1986.

Adler was chosen to run a trial of the use of Titanium implants which had been
pioneered in Sweden by Professor P.I. Branemark and introduced this method to
Western Australia with the help of Prosthedontist Pat Henry with great success.
Having firmly established the procedure in dental implants, it was then used
for the fixation of facial prostheses such as artificial ears and he has taught
his successor Ray Williamson the technique. He ceased this type of surgery

in 1990.
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The third Oral Surgeon appointed to the Unit was Brian M. Henderson who had
been born in FEngland and served in the armed forces during World War II. He
came to Perth and did his first year dentistry in 1947, graduating in 1952 having
at the same time married Sally Hale, the only child of Judge and Mrs Hale.
He proceeded to his M.D.Sc. University of Western Australia in 1956 and then
returned to the United Kingdom for further experience at East Grinstead. On
his return to Perth he was appointed as Assistant Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon
to Royal Perth Hospital and eventually Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon to the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital in 1966, and retired from both hospitals after.
the sad and early loss of his vivaceous and supportive wife from a cerebral

haemorrhage at the early age of 38 years.

Thus the evolution and personnel of the Plastic Surgery Units in Western
Australia has been traced up to the intake of our first Senior Registrar. Since
that time, having been fully recognised, the Units have expanded and the
personnel have changed. The emphasis of work has also changed with the advent
of the 1latest advances in Plastic Surgery such as transplantation, free flaps

and craniofacial surgery.
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Appendix to the history of WA Plastic Surgery 10.10. 2006

1)The attached history was prepared & delivered by me at the first meeting of
“THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY QF PLASTIC
SURGERY” held @ Den Haag , Holland. T was the first President & Dr. Barend
Haaseker ,an acknowledged researcher into the history of Plastic Surgery & talented
plastic surgeon was secretary.

2) I 'was the first W.A born Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon& the first in WA to
undergo such a lengthy period of overseas training. In Edinburgh I was in the top 3%
of those sitting the exam in 1960.

3) McComb , Bremner & I by 1968 all had had the F.A,C.S bestowed without
examination & was a tribute to the high standard of work in our young unit.

4) I established the first training course for our trainees & this was held every
Thursday in the study of our home , 73 Armadale Crescent., Mount Lawley from 8-
10 p.m . The first two to attend were Harry Hansen & John Grantly Wheeler. They sat
the examination together in Melbourne , however only John passed at this attempt &
Harry succeeded six months later. This instructional course was the forerunner of all
later courses.

5) Mcomb & I established the West Australian Society one afternoon @ St. John’s
Hospital Subiaco in a break in operating sessions , as we both operated Monday
afternoons in adjoining theatres which enabled many exchanges of ideas & we could
on occasion assist one another on difficult cases. Bremner agreed & thus three plastic
surgeons & the three oral Surgeons Adler , Henderson & John Booth formed the small
club.

6) On my return to Perth in June 1963 I soon formed the first Hand Club , predating
the ones later established in the other states & that finally led to the establishment of
the Australian Hand Club. The original members were Harold McComb John
Bremner , Benjamin Cohney, William (Bill) Gilmour ,George Bedbrook , George
Nunn John Collibee William (Bill) Rowe & we met every month in the beginning in
my home on a Monday evening @ which time difficult & problem cases were
reviewed & the patients present. This group functioned for many years until it was
absorbed into the WASPS. 1 regard this as the unrecognized precursor of the
Australian Hand Society of today.

/) ¥8) 1t may hurt the ego of many of those who were our Senior Registrars to nominate
the one whom was the most outstanding but I fecl compelled to do so. Dr. Mary
Brooksbank was already a qualified General & Burns Surgeon when she came to
Perth as our Senior Registrar. Not only was she competent as a surgeon but she was a
superb lecturer & teacher & soon established herself as capable of rapidly learning
even the most intricate procedures. She was Personable , Presentable , Considerate &
universally liked. At the end of one year 1 considered her fully trained & capable of an
immediate consultant post , offering a partnership in my busy practice , in order to
retain her in WA. & nominated her for the fellowship in Plastic Surgery as she already
had a general F. R.A.C.S Unfortunately , the powers that be of the RACS. refused to
grant her recognition unless she did another year & thus we lost a very talented
surgeon. However Palliative Care gained & in a short time she was at the top of that
field & recognized Australia wide
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8)The first Hand Reimplantation was done by McComb & myself one Friday in

about1964. The patient was an 18 year old Italian Factory hand using a bacon slicing

machine ; thus there was a clean cut just proximal to the proximal carpal bones, There

was only a small skin bridge attachment .

In a marathon session using only x 5 magnifying loops the radial & ulna arteries
joined followed by two dorsal veins . Median Radial & Ulna nerves were then
approximated as well as most tendons. Her hand survived but function was
only restored to about 30% , due to the fact she was poorly educated &
motivated. The only secondary procedure was a Brand’s Intrinsic transfer
.done some months later by McComb.

Some weeks later @ the old Mount Hospital in St. Georges Tce. a second
reattachment was attempted by me late @ night on a farmer with a complex
severance through the wrist. This was repaired in a similar fashion without the
help of a second surgeon. Initially all went well but after about a week the
procedure failed. However the press & T.V hounded me for days trying for an
interview. Fearful of the publicity rules of the Medical Board , I managed 1o
dodge all reporters & the only newspaper that ran the story with my name was
the Age in Melbourne.

9) The unit @ Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital I started single handedly amidst many
difficulties from colleagues . Nonetheless 1 built up quite a large emergency
service & for 11 years was the sole plastic surgeon being available 24 hours a
day , seven days a week , except when on leave. In the last two years T was
joined by John Wheeler whose appointment was as Hand Surgeon , a first in
WA. & one of my few successful innovations.

After 13 years of service I refused to continue @ the hospital due to the refusal of The
Director of Nursing to send nursing staff’ to the RPH for proper training in
dealing with the special requirements in our specialty. Unfortunaiely the other
medical staff were unsupportive & on principle , but sadly I left the unit
founded. Even sadder , the MAC & Board failed to recognize the contributions
I had made , including being on the many Surgical Committees which were
vital in the early days for the establishment of new surgical departments , by
refusing to make me an Emeritus Surgeon. Only recently , has Chris Alien
recorded the foundation of Plastic Surgery @ SCGH & T understand had
photographs to record events.

10) I was the first to go & train with Harry Bunke to do microsurgery , hoping to be
allowed to set up a sub-unit for this , but regrettably jealousy prevented this as
did it prevent the setting up of a sub-unit in Hand Surgery . although it had the
approval & backing of Sir George Bedbrook , whose daughter-in-law had had
a severe hand injury treated by me. These were two of the many
disappointments during my time in Public Hospitals & eventually prompted
my decision in 1979 to limit my activities to private practice.

11} To the lasting shame of the RPH Plastic Surgery Unit , the proposal to honour me
for my many years of service , with the title of “ Emeritus Surgeon”, was
forwarded to the Hospital Board , not by that unit ,but by the MAC under the
chairmanship of the distinguished Neurosurgeon Dr. Bryant Stokes known to
all as “BARS”

All this material is copyright & forms a part of a larger history. It may be used for
reference , with due acknowledgement, but must not be reproduced in any
form without my written permission.



